Five things to do on a public protest which are within our rights (particularly as protected by the European Convention of Human Rights articles 10 and 11) and not committing an offence under the law (e.g section 5 of the criminal justice and public order act). An arrest will be compatible with article 10 (2) only to the extent that it is proportionate to the need to maintain public order or to protect the rights and freedoms of others.

1) Assembling in the first place, as long as we are not obstructing the highway, preventing customers from entering the premises of the company/organization we are protesting against and not doing more than the actions listed below. The police cannot force us to move on simply because the management of who we are protesting against has asked them to (even if THEY claim that our protest constitutes harassment and causes them alarm and distress). In fact, on the topic of obstruction of the highway an appeal court judge recently ruled that even in cases of the interruption of highway users, an interruption had to be "unreasonable" and "significant" before an offence was committed.


2) Talking politely to other members of the public in particular customers of who we are protesting against. It would be difficult to argue that polite conversation constitutes harassment! 


3) Giving out leaflets on political topics e.g. animal rights, human rights or the environment, to any who will take them. Arresting people for handing out leaflets has been held to be a breach of Article 10. 
 

4) Using a megaphone to describe in detail the facts behind the issue in question, in particular the plight of an industries victims e.g. how Foie Gras is produced, why fur farming is banned in the UK, the dangers of climate change etc. Politely urging customers to boycott specific places. Directing the megaphone at the premises in question (not at individuals). Use of a megaphone does not, in itself, amount to threatening, insulting, abusive or disorderly behaviour as referenced by the public order act 1986. On the topic of megaphones, it may help to consider the case of anti-fur protests outside Harrods. This case was concluded at the High Court in London after six months of legal action and four high court hearings and the result was that protests continue as ever and with regard to megaphones (which Harrods wanted banned), it was ordered that they could be used for 15 minutes in each half hour period. 


5) Displaying banners/placards depicting what we are protesting against. Arresting people for holding banners has been held to be a breach of Article 10. 


Notes:

Most of the laws in question are designed to protect people from intimidation, so as long as we remain un-threatening, we are unlikely to be committing an offence under these laws.

Public Order Act 1986 – ‘disorderly behaviour’ – we believe these five tactics are reasonable and not causing harassment to others.

Police Act 2001 – Section 42 – to use this there must be reasonable grounds to believe that our presence amounts to, or is likely to result in, the harassment of the resident or is likely to cause alarm or distress to the resident. If we are using just these five tactics we don't think there are reasonable grounds for believing this.

On breach of the peace - There is a breach of the peace whenever a person causes harm or appears likely to cause harm to persons or property, or acts in a manner, the natural consequence of which, is to provoke others to violence. These five tactics are not likely to result in harm to persons or property, or violence of any kind. 

